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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Dear Chamber Members and Friends,

First and foremost, we hope you and your loved ones are well and coping in these
unprecedented times.

2020 is an important year as our Chamber celebrates its 75th year of operation.

The Chamber plans to provide specific new value-added initiatives to our
members given that we are currently unable to organize significant events.

Even though we all face restrictions now and in the near future, we are committed
to contributing to our country’s recovery and the use of new tools for collaboration
- primarily digital - has given us all an incentive to quickly adjust to the digital
era.

Certainly, person to person communication and networking cannot be completely
replaced by teleconferences; but all means of communication are valuable to
achieve our goals.

One of BHCC's new initiatives is this Newsletter. Our objective is to regularly
update you on Chamber activities, provide you with news / announcements from
the UK and Greek Governments, as well as the British Chambers of Commerce
(BCQC), sharing information on bilateral relations between UK and Greece. Another
aspect of the Newsletter is to give you the opportunity to communicate with other
members by sharing your news and views. We strongly encourage you to take
part in this effort.

In addition, our Chamber is in continuous contact and cooperates with the Greek
Government and the British Embassy in Athens, to determine a strategy and an
action plan relating to future bilateral business relations between UK and Greece.
Furthermore, as the Chamber is a strategic member of the British Chambers of
Commerce, we have the opportunity to exchange views with all UK related
chambers and address our issues directly even to the UK policymakers.



We are proud that Greece has been internationally recognized for the successful
handling of the coronavirus outbreak and we welcome the Greek Government’s
measures for our country’s re-opening as well as its plan to address the resulting
recession of the pandemic.

We are honoured that H.E. Kate Smith CMG, British Ambassador to Greece has
participated in the first edition of our Newsletter and warmly thank her for her
support.

We encourage all of you to contribute to this initiative and always remain at your
disposal.

Finally, we would like to thank our Members for their continuous support.

Sincerely,

Anna Kalliani Alexander Turner

Greek President British President

BRITISH AMBASSADOR’S TO GREECE WELCOME NOTE

Dear BHCC members, friends

We've all been living through strange and difficult times. I really welcome the
initiative of this new Newsletter from the Chamber to reach out and stay connected
with the members when our other forms of contact remain limited.

For many of you in the business world, the next phase - recovery - is going to be
even more challenging. The Commercial Team in the Embassy, alongside the
Chamber, are keen to hear from you and to do what we can to minimise and mitigate
the consequences, and protect as far as possible Greek- British trading and
investment relations through and beyond the crisis.

For the UK, while the COVID-19 crisis remains our dominant concern, the question
of our future relationship with the EU has not gone away.

Negotiations are continuing, and we are approaching a key decision point at end of
June when we need to decide if there is fertile ground to continue negotiations with
the aim of agreeing a comprehensive FTA and suite of other agreements.

It’s a critical moment because — even despite the impacts of Coronavirus, the UK will
not be extending the transition period. With or without an FTA, trading relations
between Britain and Greece will change on 1 January 2021: one way or another, the
UK will be leaving the single market and customs union. Businesses will need to
prepare for life outside both at the end of 2020 — as many of you have been doing.




Meanwhile, although discussions have continued on the future trade agreement
throughout this period, and remain constructive, big gaps remain. We haven’t
reached convergence on whether we can agree with the EU a deeper trading
relationship on the lines of the free trade agreement such as the EU has with Canada
(without tariffs or quotas on goods) or whether we have a trading relationship
without an FTA, on WTO terms (as with eg Australia).

The major sticking points are on the degree of regulatory alignment - the so-called
“the level playing field” - that the EU is insisting on; and the role of the European
Court of Justice.

What is at stake on these issues was illustrated very clearly last week when the UK
published the General Tariff schedule that we will apply if we end up without and
FTA, and trading on WTO terms from 1 June.

The good news is that this is a simpler, easier to use and lower tariff regime than
the EU’s Common External Tariff (EU’s CET). It will promote the green transition and
circular economy; and enhance the UK’s competitiveness by reducing cost pressures
on many exports to the UK — while protecting key UK productive sectors.

But it will impact many Greek exporters — around 40% of product lines exported to
the UK will incur tariffs, including iconic exports such as yoghurt and feta.

Our strong preference is to avoid this, and agree a comprehensive FTA that will not
impose tariffs on trade between Greece and the UK. That's the best outcome for the
bilateral trade and investment relationship which we all want to see flourish.

H.E. Kate Smith CMG

BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE (BCC) AND UK GOVERNMENT
NEWS & UPDATES

BCC RECENT CORONAVIRUS UPDATES

20 May2020: BCC Coronavirus Business Impact Tracker: Firms begin to

reopen but one in ten cannot implement government guidance safely

Results from the latest BCC Coronavirus Business Impact Tracker reveal that

the majority of firms surveyed are in a position to partially restart operations as

lockdown restrictions are eased.


https://response.gv-c.com/Mail/Click/224?a=D228447E53E8DA1BC6A7A197C6386D65&r=AC7C62C1E14A5A7A695B46D5A280995C&v=

Companies will need sustained
government support as they
navigate the ‘new normal’ with

reduced demand and restrictions
still in place.

Director General, British Chambers of Commerce

20 May 2020: Future Fund scheme launches

The UK Government’s new Future Fund scheme is open for applications.

Aimed at start-ups and high growth businesses, the scheme will provide
convertible loans to UK-based companies ranging from £125,000 to £5
million, subject to at least equal matched funding from private investors. The
scheme is currently expected to run until the end of September 2020. Take
a look at full details of the eligibility criteria and more details on our

Coronavirus Hub.

Coronavirus Statutory Sick Pay Rebate Scheme

The online service to reclaim Statutory Sick Pay (SSP) will be available from
Tuesday 26 May. The scheme will repay UK employers the SSP paid to current
or former employees. The repayment will cover up to 2 weeks starting from
the first qualifying day of sickness, if an employee is unable to work because
they either:

e have Coronavirus symptoms;

e cannot work because they are self-isolating because someone they
live with has symptoms; or

e are shielding and have a letter from the NHS or a GP telling them to

stay at home for at least 12 weeks


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/future-fund-launches-today
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-schemes/future-fund/company-information
https://response.gv-c.com/Mail/Click/224?a=6163E1858004DEE67209F292D053D8B7&r=AC7C62C1E14A5A7A695B46D5A280995C&v=
https://response.gv-c.com/Mail/Click/224?a=CDCC99E1D616131D35C279F754A52C38&r=AC7C62C1E14A5A7A695B46D5A280995C&v=
https://response.gv-c.com/Mail/Click/224?a=C66D5D0DE2C79568C22F098C4BD6437F&r=AC7C62C1E14A5A7A695B46D5A280995C&v=

22 May 2020: Quarterly Economic Survey (QES) Q2

As we work to restart, rebuild, and renew - the voice of business is more
important than ever. This will be the first QES since the onset of the
Coronavirus pandemic in the UK and the subsequent lockdown. Our data will
mark the clear shift from pre-Coronavirus conditions to the current situation

and will form a significant part of the historical record.

Thanks for all your efforts to promote QES so far. Adam Marshall, Director
General of BCC, has recorded a message to highlight the importance of QES

Q2.

14-day quarantine for all incoming arrivals

Take a look at Adam Marshall's reaction to the UK Government's announcement

of a 14-day quarantine for people entering the UK.

British
Chambers of
Commerce

International Affiliate


https://response.gv-c.com/Mail/Click/224?a=F84EFF2D8140685AA796CE9442F677A1&r=AC7C62C1E14A5A7A695B46D5A280995C&v=
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-introduces-legislation-to-relieve-burden-on-businesses-and-support-economic-recovery?utm_source=bb2d821f-5b0f-4d39-a9be-ec318041fdf7&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.facebook.com/britishchambersofcommerce/videos/300092107672322/?__tn__=-R

UK GOVERNMENT AND DEPARTMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE (DIT)
NEWS

11 May 2020: Our plan to rebuild: The UK Government’'s COVID-19

recovery strategy

The Government’s roadmap for how and when the UK will adjust its response to the
COVID-19 crisis.

20 May2020: Government introduces legislation to relieve burden on

businesses and support economic recovery

The Government introduced on Wednesday 20 May, the Corporate Insolvency and
Governance Bill in Parliament, which will put in place a series of measures to amend
insolvency and company law to support business to address the challenges resulting

from the impact of coronavirus.

The Bill consists of 6 insolvency measures and 2 corporate governance measures.

12 May 2020: Chancellor extends furlough scheme until October

o Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme will continue until end of October

» furloughed workers across UK will continue to receive 80% of their current salary,
up to £2,500

o new flexibility will be introduced from August to get employees back to work and

boost economy


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-introduces-legislation-to-relieve-burden-on-businesses-and-support-economic-recovery
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-extends-furlough-scheme-until-october

6 April 2020: Coronavirus | DIT offers support to exporters and investors

e 160,000 exporters and investors trading internationally reached by government
with outline of support on offer.

e UK businesses now eligible to secure export insurance cover to major international

markets.
24 April 2020: Coronavirus | Finance for UK businesses trading

internationally

1. Finance and insurance for UK exporters
2. Export insurance

3. Working capital

4. Buyer finance

To find out information on more topics you can visit https://www.gov.uk/

BHCC MEMBERS’ SECTION

INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS IN ENGLAND AND
WALES (ICAEW)

Crisis with a legacy: can we build something better?

27 April 2020: can accountancy rise to the challenges presented by the COVID-19
pandemic and become part of the solution? Now more than ever, the leadership of

the profession is needed, argues ICAEW Chief Executive Michael 1zza.

*Reproduced with the kind permission of ICAEW. First issued in April 2020. No reproduction or re-distribution
allowed. © ICAEW 2020.

The ICAEW do not accept responsibility for any loss caused to any person who acts or refrains from acting in reliance
on the material contained within the article.


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-dit-offers-support-to-exporters-and-investors
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-finance-and-insurance-support-for-exporters/coronavirus-covid-19-finance-and-insurance-for-exporters
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.icaew.com/insights/viewpoints-on-the-news/2020/apr-2020/crisis-with-a-legacy-can-we-build-something-better

KPMG
Covid-19 & Emixeipeiv

H Tayxeia e€anAwon Tng COVID-19 napouaoiadel Yia avnouxnTiKn Kpion uyeiag, Pe Tnv
onoia BpiokeTal avTIHETWNN 0AN N upnAioc. EKTOC anod Tov avTikTuno o avepwnivo
eninedo, KaTaypa@eTal Kal hia onPavTiKn €NiNTwon OTOV TOPEQ TWV ayopwV Kal TOU

EMIYXEIPEIV NAYKOOMIWC.

Eival mBavo 6T n COVID-19 TeAika 8a e€aoBevioel, Onwc ouveRn Ta TeEAeuTaia Xpovia
pE aA\ouc 10U¢ onwc Tov ‘EpnoAa kal To SARS. AkOua OpwG Kal va oudBei auTod, n
ENOMEVN KATAOTPOPIKN, AAAG TauTdXpova avwvupun «anesikn» degv gival TOoo BEua

yla To «av», aAAd yia To «noTe» Ba oUpPBE.

> Mia npoonabela va oag Bondnooue va KaTavonoeTe TNV ekBeor oag atov COVID-
19, kal Kupiwg N €nixeipnon oag va ival nio avBekTIKr GE AuTnV aAAa kal oTnv
€NOMEVN NAyKOOMIa NPOKANCN, BPEITE CUYKEVTPWHEVEG £DW EYKUPEG MANPOPOPIES Kal
UAIKO ano e€eidikeupeva atehexn Tng KPMG otnv EAAGDQ.

OMIAOZ IATPIKOY AOHNQN

KovTa oag akoUpaoTa, He ao@paAEgia Kal GUVENEIA

Toug anokaAoUE NPWEG TNG NPWTNG YPAUKAG. "HPWES Niow anod TIG PAOKEG O€ JIa AKPWGE
Tapayuevn enoxn, nou divouv pdaxn Me pia anpoodiopioTn aneiAn yia OAoug pag. Me
yewvaiotnTa kai avbpwnid. Kavouv To kabrkov Toug, SoUuAeUovTag AneipeG WPESG Ki OPWG
kavevag Toug dev napanovietal yi' autd. Zwlouv (weg, TIC (WEG Jac. ZTnV NpayudTikoTnTd
autd €ival Mou kKAvouv NAvTa, yiaTi €ival navra €va BhApa PnpooTd, NPOCQEPOVTAC

aocpaleia kal ppovTida oTa SUOKOAQ.

YNapyouv OTIYHEG, 0av KI AUTEG nou (OUE, NMou Ta NOAAG Aoyia poialouv pTwxa KnpooTa
OTO MeyaA€io auTwv Twv avBpwnwv. ZTn HIKPR IoTopia piag 1atpou nou divel Thv
KaBnuepIvi| TNG MAxN, CUMNUKVWVOVTAl N npoo@opd Tou Opilou Iatpikou ABnvav
anevavti otnv navonuia kal n 0lac@alion OTI OAEC Ol UMNPECIEC TOU MAPEXOVTAl HE

anoAuTn aoPaleia kai EEIDIKEUPEVOUC EAEYXOUC,


https://home.kpmg/gr/el/home/insights/2020/03/the-business-implications-of-coronavirus.html

AuTn €ival n anoaToAr pag, n onoia dev £xel aMagel dw kail 36 xpovia. Na €ipacTe navra

éva Briua YnpoaTa... akoun Kal ota dUOKOAQ.

OMIAOZX IATPIKOY
P |k

PEOPLECERT

PeopleCert & LanguageCert to deliver Home Office approved Secure
English Language Tests (SELT) for UK Visas & Immigration

WATSON FARLEY & WILLIAMS

The future of e-charging infrastructure: Greece

This article is part of a series on the future of e-charging infrastructure in the

European Union and United Kingdom.

E-mobility in Greece: outline of the current regime
Legal Framework for constructing and operating EV charging stations
EU law requirements for operating a charging station

Tax and other incentives promoting e-mobility

A A

What different business models do we see in the Greek market?


https://www.peoplecert.org/news-and-anouncements/SELT-Announcement
https://www.wfw.com/articles/the-future-of-e-charging-infrastructure-greece/#overview
https://www.wfw.com/articles/the-future-of-e-charging-infrastructure-greece/#framework
https://www.wfw.com/articles/the-future-of-e-charging-infrastructure-greece/#eu
https://www.wfw.com/articles/the-future-of-e-charging-infrastructure-greece/#tax
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXBPm61qO0M&t
http://www.iatriko.gr

Covid-19: Issues under shipping contracts

The Covid-19 pandemic has rocked the world. Numerous people around the Globe
are locked down at home, companies are trying to adapt, and the global economy is
suffering. Shipping has been affected as well. In this article, we outline some of the

key issues affecting a variety of shipping contracts in light of COVID-19.

New legislative act: Covid-19 in the energy sector in Greece

The President of the Hellenic Republic has issued a Legislative Act to address the
Covid-19 pandemic which includes measures adopted for the energy sector in
Greece. Extensions of various deadlines are granted related to the licensing process
and operation deadline for renewable (“RES") projects, so that the current closure
of public services and construction delays do not penalise projects with operating
support (variable premium) agreements with fixed completion deadlines, or those
with licences and connection offers with deadlines which expire in the course of 2020.

CSR INITIATIVES

ENERGEAN

Energean’s Initiative “"Energize with Energean”

Energize i
with
Energean

TpEXOURE Y10 Toug Bikoug pag Hpweg oty Yysia

——
ENERGEAN

HOOX
Do

Energean has decided to run a crowdfunding to support your Local Healthcare

Heroes, those who are fighting COVID -19 everyday.


https://www.wfw.com/articles/the-future-of-e-charging-infrastructure-greece/
https://www.wfw.com/articles/covid-19-issues-under-shipping-contracts/
https://www.wfw.com/articles/new-legislative-act-covid-19-in-the-energy-sector-in-greece/

Join Energize with Energean pages in LinkedIn or Instagram, then run 5
kilometres, then donate at least 5 euros, GBPs, dollars etc. and nominate five of
your friends to join the campaign. Energean urges you to share with them your

photos while running by posting them on Energize with Energean pages!

Don' t wait, don't hesitate, just MOTIVATE! Don't forget to always comply with the

social distancing rules of your country!

Energean as company will match all donations and give funds back to your local

The crowdfunding link can be found at https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/run-5-

Healthcare Systems.

donate-5-nominate-5/backers

HSBC

HSBC supports a series of COVID-19 response activities in Greece

HSBC announces a number of donations to enhance medical response against
COVID-19 in Greece and to support vulnerable populations whose lives have been

further complicated by the pandemic outbreak.

HSBC Group recently announced USD 25 million charitable fund to support the

international medical response, protect vulnerable people and ensure food security

BREXIT NEWS & UPDATES

During the last negotiating Round on 15 May, the UK Government has decided to
make public the various draft legal texts that had been sent to the EU in recent
weeks. These texts are available here.

worldwide.

Considering this publication, David Frost, Sherpa and EU Adviser of the UK
Government addressed to Michel Barnier, UK Task Force, Secretariat General of the

European Commission, the following letter.


https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13853410/
https://instagram.com/energizewithenergean?igshid=qdh705m7qdwk
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/run-5-donate-5-nominate-5?tk=4848a17ed1784540808d28651e57193f574f54f2
https://www.energean.com/sustainability/community-involvement/energize-with-energean-and-fight-covid-19/
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/run-5-donate-5-nominate-5/backers
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/run-5-donate-5-nominate-5/backers
https://www.about.hsbc.gr/-/media/greece/en/news-and-media/200429-hsbc-supports-a-series-of-covid-19-response-activities-in-greece-en.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-approach-to-the-future-relationship-with-the-eu
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/886168/Letter_to_Michel_Barnier_19.05.20.pdf

M. Barnier’s reply to David Frost can also be found here.

For more information on Brexit developments please visit https://www.gov.uk/transition,

https://ec.europa.eu/info/european-union-and-united-kingdom-forging-new-partnership _en

and https://brexit.gov.gr/

INTRODUCING OUR NEW MEMBERS

Welcoming the new Members, who have joined the Chamber since October 2019:

ESTROCHEM CHEMICALS
SA

Industrial Goods & Services
DIMITRIOS-CHRISTOS
ZAFEIROUDIS

Shipping and Marine Services
GEOAXIS

Real Estate, Construction &

Maintenance Services
IOANNIS KARAKASIS
Consumer Goods and Services
MARINETRAFFIC
OPERATIONS SA

Shipping and Marine Services
ENERGEAN OIL AND GAS
SA

Energy, Mining & Utilities
HYPHEN GROUP SA
Education & Training
PANAGIOTIS DOUDONIS
Legal Services

GEORGE KARABELAS
Consumer Goods and Services
KOSTIS ANGELOPOULOS
&SIA EE

Health, Medical and Social Care
NORROGROUP IKE

Arts, Entertainment & Sports
MINAS CHATZICHRISTOU

Consulting

ANNA NAZOU

Real Estate, Construction &
Maintenance Services

STAMO GALIATSATOU
Education & Training
APOSTOLOS ZIKOULIS
Insurance/Reinsurance
KONSTANTINOS KARTERIS

Food and Beverage and Related

Products
METRO ONE REAL ESTATE
GROUP

Real Estate, Construction &

Maintenance Services
SIMON RACKHAM

Real Estate, Construction &

Maintenance Services
ADUS

Business Services
KENNY EVANGELOU

Real Estate, Construction &

Maintenance Services
SARDELAS PETSA LAW
FIRM

Legal Services

NIKOS ANASTASOPOULOS
Real Estate, Construction &
Maintenance Services
AFRODITI ARVANITI
Hospitality, Catering and

Accommodation



https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/uktf-20203060790-mb-reply-to-df-wd.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/transition
https://ec.europa.eu/info/european-union-and-united-kingdom-forging-new-partnership_en
https://brexit.gov.gr/
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/727-estrochem-chemicals
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/727-estrochem-chemicals
https://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/734-zafeiroudis-dimitrios-christos
https://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/734-zafeiroudis-dimitrios-christos
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/735-geoaxis
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/733-karakasis-ioannis
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/732-marinetraffic-operations-sa
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/732-marinetraffic-operations-sa
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/736-energean-oil-gas-sa
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/736-energean-oil-gas-sa
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/742-hyphen-sa
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/737-doudonis-panagiotis
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/738-karabelas-george
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/740-kostis-angelopoulos-sia-ee
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/740-kostis-angelopoulos-sia-ee
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/741-norro-group-ike
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/739-chatzichristou-minas
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/744-nazou-anna
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/745-galiatsatou-stamo
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/746-zikoulis-apostolos
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/747-karteris-konstantinos
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/748-metro-one-real-estate-group-ee
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/748-metro-one-real-estate-group-ee
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/749-rackham-simon
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/750-adus
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/751-evangelou-kenny
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/755-sardelas-petsa-law-firm
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/755-sardelas-petsa-law-firm
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/753-anastasopoulos-nikos
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/754-arvaniti-afroditi

¢ PUBLIC POWER e BOREALIS MARITIME LTD
CORPORATION SA (DEI) Shipping and Marine Services
Energy, Mining & Utilities

You may find here the new BHCC Members’ short profiles*.

*Only Members that have granted the Chamber permission to publicise information appear herein.

CONTACT DETAILS

For more information, articles, reports and press releases please contact
Mrs Lina Dede, BHCC General Manager | E-mail: |.dede@bhcc.gr

www.bhcc.gr

Your link to the British Commerce Community

BRITISH HELLENIC
Chamber of
COMMERCE

SINCE 1945

25, Vas. Sophias Avenue
GR-106 74 Athens
Tel: 210 7210361, 210 7210493 Fax: 210 7212119

E-mail: info@bhcc.gr

Member & Strategic Partner of the British Chambers of Commerce —

www.britishchambers.org.uk


http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/743-public-power-corporation-sa-deh
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/743-public-power-corporation-sa-deh
http://www.bhcc.gr/business-index/758-borealis-maritime-limited
https://mcusercontent.com/98e56585fe03b26122e60752c/files/d7eb5e35-3701-4e16-bc84-8426c0709850/New_Members_Announcement_May_2020.03.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/98e56585fe03b26122e60752c/files/d7eb5e35-3701-4e16-bc84-8426c0709850/New_Members_Announcement_May_2020.03.pdf
mailto:info@bhcc.gr
http://www.britishchambers.org.uk/
mailto:l.dede@bhcc.gr

