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PM Addresses NATO Summit (Wales, 4-5.9.2014) 
 
The largest gathering of international leaders 
ever has taken place for the first time  in the UK, 
in Wales at the beginning of the month (4-
5.9.2014), with the participation of more than 60 
world leaders, discussing the most important 
issues of global concern nowadays, i.e. the crisis 
in Ukraine, Iraq and Afghanistan.  The 26th Nato 
summit was held at what is potentially a critical 

time in world history. Ukraine and Afghanistan 
had been the key items on the agenda for the 28 
member states but the most pressing discussions 
involved the actions to be taken in Iraq and Syria 
against the militant group Islamic State. 
Addressing his counterparts, the Prime Minister 
Antonis Samaras expressed Greece’s  
determination to contribute to the stabilization 
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of the situation in Afghanistan, within the 
framework of the UN and the NATO, while 
urging the Afgan government to take all 
necessary steps to secure its borders and stem 
migrant flows. During the conference, Mr 
Samaras also met with his Albanian counterpart 
Edi Rama, in a meeting also attended by the 
Foreign Minister Evangelos Venizelos and 
Defence Minister Dimitris Avramopoulos, where 
they discussed two critical issues: human rights 
of the Greek ethnic minority in Albania and the 
bilateral agreement on the sea borders between 

the two countries. On the sidelines of the 
Summit, Mr Samaras has also held discussions 
with the Turkish President R.T. Erdogan, which 
they were centred mainly on Cyprus issue.    

 

 

 

 
9th Annual Greek Road Show (London, 18-

19.9.2014) 
 

More than 1000 business meetings between fund 
managers, banks and investment companies 
have been held during the 9th Annual Greek 
Roadshow, hosted by the Athens Exchange, on 
September 18th and 19th 2014, at Bloomberg’s 
headquarters in London. In this two-day event 
series, aiming at keeping international investors 
up-to date with Greek market developments and 
achievements, institutional investors had the 
opportunity to meet with senior executives of 
Greece’s leading listed companies of  the Athens 
Exchange, including those to be privatized. 
 During the first day of the event, the chief 
economist of the Berenberg Bank, Mr. Holger 
Schmieding, expressed his views over the 
progress and prospects of the Greek economy, 
whereas the Chairman of the Hellenic Bank 
Association, Mr. George Zanias, gave a speech 
about the economic achievements reflected on 
the Greek GDP and the progress with the 

recapitalization of Greek banks. Keynote 
speakers of the event were the Minister of 
Finance, Mr Gkikas Hardouvelis and the Deputy 
Minister of Development and Competitiveness, 
Mr. Notis Mitarachi. 
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The Tomb of Amphipolis: 

The ‘Hidden Mysteries’ and the International Awe 
 

The discovery and the magnitude of the tomb of 
Amphipolis, in northern Greece, have caused 
worldwide enthusiasm and public awe, as it dates 
to the time of Alexander the Great. The British 
media were amongst  those which have shown 
the greatest interest: After the British 
newspapers Guardian, Daily Telegraph and 
Daily Mail, the latest interesting  article to be  
published as a ’tribute’ to the tomb and its 
findings was that of BBC’s reporter Giorgos 
Christides, under the title ‘Greeks captivated by 
Alexander- era tomb at Amphipolis’.  

The recent findings of the tomb are described to 

be more than impressive: A broad, five-yard wide 
road led up to the tomb, the entrance of which 
was flanked by two carved sphinxes. It was 
encircled by a 500 yard long marble outer wall. 
Experts believe a 16ft tall lion sculpture 
previously discovered nearby once stood on top 
of the tomb. The 2.17 meter female marble 
sculptures, Caryatids, unearthed on Saturday 6 
September, were found full-bodied, flanking the 
entrance of one of the underground chambers of 
the ancient tomb of Kasta.  According to the 
Ministry of Culture, the statues are of 
“exceptional artistic quality’... which supports the 

view that it is a prominent monument of great 
importance’’. 

The largest burial site ever to be discovered in 
the country, led by the  archaeologist and chief 
executive of the Directorate of Prehistoric and 
Classical Antiquities of the Greek Ministry of 
Culture,  Katerina Peristeri, has fueled intense 
media attention and awe and turned immediately 
into a major tourist attraction, as hundreds of 
visitors started pouring in daily from all over 
Greece and abroad to have a closer look to the 
findings, ‘’interrupting’’ sometimes- pleasantly 
though- the process of the excavation.  

With new findings coming to light every day, 
making hard for the public  to keep up with the 
story,  the dominant question is now ‘who is 
buried within’, as according to rumors and 
speculations, the tomb probably belongs to a 

member of 
the family of 

Alexander 
the Great–
his mother 
Olympias, or 
his wife, 
Roxanna- or 

another  
aristocratic 

Macedonian. 
The matter 
has raised 
such a strong 
international 
interest and 

curiosity that international bets have been 
organized via the web, guessing ‘who is buried in 
the tomb of Amphipolis?’.  Archeologists have 
not reached a verdict yet, although they have 
excluded the case of Alexander the Great being 
buried there. All of them agree, nonetheless, that 
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the magnificence of the tomb means it was built 
for a prominent person. The mystery is expected 

to be answered before Christmas, according to 
the recent statements of Mrs Persteri. 

 

“D. LAZARIDES’ AMFIPOLIS ‘’ 

This is not the first effort of exploring the 
archaeological site of Amphipolis. Since 1956, 
archaeologist Mr. 
D.Lazarides had begun 
excavations in the 
region. Because of his 
unfortunate early death 
in 1984, some 
important facts have 
fortunately been 
unveiled by his 30 years 
associate Alexander 
F.Kochliarides, former 
keeper of the archaeological site at Amphipolis. 
According to Mr. Kochliarides, "Demetrius 

Lazarides believed that young Alexander and his 
mother Roxanne were buried there". As he 

recalls, "It was the autumn of 
1955 when twelve-year-old Mr. 
Kochliarides went with his 
father to gather wood and while 
returning to the village, they 
were suddenly faced with a 
peculiar opening in the ground, 
originally thought to be a cave. 
Puzzled, however, by some steps 
they saw, they informed the 
Archaeological Service of Kavala, 

which was then sent a team, supervised by 
Demetrius Lazarides. 

 

The first revelations 1956-1984 

The first excavations at that particular point, 
northeast of Amphipolis, began one year later, in 
1956. During the excavation a Hellenistic 
cemetery came to light, with rich findings, 
displayed today at the Archaeological Museum of 
Amphipolis.  

In 1958, a dedicatory 
sign, found by a creek, 
southeast of 
Amphipolis, led the 
archaeologists to 
excavations that  
unearthed  a wall made 
of brick limestone, 
black-glazed pottery, 
shells, coins, statues 
and other 
archaeological findings. A year later, the 
excavations in Amphipolis began to disclose 
various names of citizens: Evmitis, Sextus, 
Julius, Demitria, Eubulides, Aristonoi, Myrto, 
Nikasippos, Pipis and Fannis. 

1960 was a fortunate year for Mr. Lazarides, as 
his research revealed a Macedonian tomb, which 
still is the largest of Amphipolis. Gold rings, a 
gold wreath of olive leaves and a silver mirror are 
just few of his findings, displayed today at the 

Archaeological Museum of 
Amphipolis. 

During 1964 and 1965, Mr 
Lazarides revealed 41m of 
the perimeter of the 
cemetery, but 
archaeological excavations 
were interrupted by the 
dictatorship of April 1967 
and till 1971 the Amphipolis 
site had been more 
abandoned than ever.  

After 1971, with the economical support of the 
Archaeological Society, Mr. Lazarides continued 
his excavations in Amphipolis with greater zeal 
than ever. He was able to assume, therefore, that 
the perimeter of the Casta hill (where the 
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cemetery had been found) reached 487 meters. 
He was then convinced that he was standing in 
the threshold of a huge grave monument.  

The excavations by Mr. Lazarides, were not 
confined to Casta hill. In 1972, he began a 
systematic investigation of the town's 
fortifications. He wandered around the hills and 
slopes, where the glorious city once stretched 
and recreated in his mind the walls, the Market 
and the houses. In 1972 he discovered parts of 
the walls, approximately 7.5 kilometers, the 
"Thracian Gates' as mentioned by Thucydides.  

In 1982 he started the first excavations at a large 
public building of ancient Amphipolis, indicated 
by signs as the “Gymnasium”.  

As stated above, in 1984, Demetrius Lazarides 
became ill and died early. His dream to continue 

the excavation on Casta 
hill remained 
unfulfilled. The ancient 
gymnasium excavations 
of Mr. Lazarides were 
taken over by his 
daughter Calliope 
Lazarides, who did not 
deal at all with the Casta 
hill and insisted on 
investigating the ancient 
Gymnasium of 
Amphipolis, under the 
command of the 
Archaeological Society ", 
according to Mr. 
Kochliarides. 

Mr Lazarides has met 

Mrs Katerina Peristeri- who is now in charge of 

the current excavations- between1979-1980 and 

they had worked together for two years. After Mr 

Lazarides’ death, as Mrs Peristeri had been 

already appointed as chief executive of the 

Directorate of Prehistoric and Classical 

Antiquities, she continued his research in the 

ancient tomb from 2009 until today. This has led 

to the recent findings that we all admire today.

Central Market & Monastiraki in the best markets of the 

world 
The destination experts of the British newspaper Daily 
Telegraph chose their favorite markets around the world:  
amongst them were Boqueria in Barcelona, Camden Town, 
Portobello Road and Borough Markets in London, Marché 
Place Monge in Paris and last, but not least in their top list, the 
Central and Monastiraki Markets in Athens. The perfect 
place to get lost, Monastiraki is standing out due to its unique 
atmosphere, making it one of the best places to find just about 
anything. As the experts describe ‘The Central Market and 
Monastiraki are two spots travelers must visit in Athens. The 

Central Market was constructed during the 19th century, a vibrant place where shoppers can select from a 
wide range of fish, poultry, fruits and vegetables. The Monastiraki Flea Market is an equally wonderful 
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experience where one can find antiques and small treasures, especially on Sunday mornings, where 
stallholders are lined up. And that is one of the area's best kept secrets’.  

 

Diablog.eu: The Bilingual Website to Promote Greek 

Literature 
Michaela Prinzinger is a Viennese renowned 
translator, living in Berlin.  She is famous for 
having translated pieces of Peter Markari, Rhea 
Galanaki, Joanna Karystiani and many other 
great Greek writers for major publishers in 
Germany. At the end of August, Dr. Prinzinger 
launched a bilingual, i.e. German-Greek, literary 
website called “diablog.eu”. As she stated in an 
interview with Deutsche Welle, "The original idea 
for the site 'diablog' emerged from my capacity as 
a translator of literary books. It was so 
frustrating every time I got a negative response 
when I made suggestions for translations of 

Greek authors in leading publishers and literary 
magazines. And I know countless amazing texts 

which should 
discover their 
reading public”. 
The website 
presents works 
of established 
writers and 

bestsellers even from the 1950’s. Nevertheless, 
Michaela Prinzinger’s ultimate objective is 
“diablog” to provide a forum for aspiring young 
talented writers both in Greece and Germany.  In 
addition, “diablog.eu” will be extended to other 
aspects of culture as well including music, film, 
visual arts, theatre and gastronomy in order to 
attract the interest of a wider audience. However, 
it should be noted that the whole concept it 
based on voluntary work not only by Dr. 
Prinzinger and her editorial team, but also of its 
associates too.  

http://diablog.eu/ 

 

CNN- Alternative tourism in Greece 

Looking for vacations in a place that’s teeming with authenticity? Greece must definitely be a choice as it 
is one of the top destinations in the world. CNN reveals another dimension of holidays in Greece 
“Bagpipes, graffiti, snail hunting: Greece tourism shifts gears” by presenting some alternative vacation 
concepts recently developed all around the country.  Indicatively, the journey starts from Athens and then 
expands to the islands and the continent. Rhodes, Milos, Crete, Corfu, Ikaria, Laconia and Monemvasia, 
respectively, are offering a wide range of daily trips, archaeological tours, beauty treatments, cooking 
classes and activities that will help tourists discover and access each place’s assets offering them an 
overall view that will definitely be appreciated.  
 

 

http://diablog.eu/
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Open Air Cinemas: an alluring experience in Athens 
 

 

 

 

 

 

How about watching a movie 

under the starry sky, while 

drinking ice cold beer on a 

warm summer evening? The 

arrival of summer in Athens 

marks, among others, the 

beginning of the open-air 

cinema activity, one of the 

most popular and loved 

habits. While for the rest of 

the world summer is the 

blockbuster release season, for 

Athens, cinema follows a lazy 

summer pace. Outdoor 

cinemas thrived in the 1960s, 

with more than 600 in 

operation in Athens alone. 

There are just 90 now in the 

capital, but open air movie 

screenings are still an 

important leisure activity. 

Guardian lists some of the 

most atmospheric open-air 

cinemas in Athens in “Athens’ 

outdoor cinemas – in 

pictures”, mentioning firstly 

the Palace, in Pangrati, 

located on a rooftop terrace. 

Its owner, 86-year-old 

Matthaios Potogas has his  

 

own daily routine for more 

than 60 years following his 

father’s tradition. Cine 

Thission follows, as one of the 

oldest open-air Greek 

cinemas, whose placement 

owes much to the sacred Rock 

of Acropolis. However, 

dedicated fans know best to 

appreciate more than that. It 

is situated on the car-free 

walkway that surrounds 

Athens’ archaeological sites 

whose grounds are being 

protected by heritage law. 

Open air cinemas used to 

replay winter movies but their 

new-found popularity during 

the last few years has resulted 

in screening new releases. 

Therefore, if you enjoy the rest 

of your late summer or early 

autumn holidays in Greece, do 

not miss the opportunity to 

spend an evening in true 

summer Athenian style in one 

of the numerous summer 

open-air cinemas, while they 

remain still open.

 

 

 


